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Use our Getting Started Guide to help
plan your week. The guide contains tips for
planning whole-group, small-group, center,
and individual activities for purposeful play
along with 10 titles selected to promote
Science, Technology, Reading and Early
Literacy, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics
(STREAM) skills among children.

HMH EARLY
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Developed using 36 popular
children’s books from
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt™,
Bound for Success™ supports
literacy and comprehension
with one book for each week
of classroom instruction—
along with access to
downloadable resources for
educators and families.
Each book of the week is
accompanied by a Reading
and Activity Card containing
whole-group, small-group,
and independent activities
for the classroom, along
with Family Activities to
connect families with what
their children are learning
in the classroom. We’ve also
provided a Getting Started
Guide and Extra Correlations
for easy planning.

Books of the week don’t need to be read in the order
in which they appear. Use the Extra Correlations
to see which books best align to your curriculum/
themes. The six correlations are Big Day for PreK™,
Splash into Pre-K, Curiosityville®, REAL®, core
learning areas, and common curricular themes.

After you’ve selected your book of the week,
download the accompanying Reading and
Activity Card. This card provides questions
to encourage whole-group discussion,
suggested small-group activities including
learning centers and independent play, and
additional activities to extend the fun!

Family Activities provide a brief synopsis of
each story along with discussion questions
and suggested activities to extend learning
at home. With one for each book of the
week, download and print or email them to
families weekly or monthly.

Book Example: Our Earth
Our Earth
by Anne Rockwell
This book describes basic earth science concepts including glaciers, islands,
continents, volcanoes, water sources, forests, deserts, caves, and mountains.
These features are all part of our home, Earth.

CORE LEARNING AREAS

Science and Scientific
Thinking

Social Science
and Culture

Language and
Literacy

Executive
Function

21st-Century
Skills

READY AT HAND—MATERIALS FROM YOUR CLASSROOM
aluminum foil
baking sheet (for art use, not food)
baking soda
cardboard tubes
construction paper
crayons (broken pieces)
crayons or markers

foam balls
funnel
glue
metal cookie cutters
(for art use, not food)
paints and brushes
paper

plastic water bottles
plastic wrap
safety scissors
soft modeling clay
(blue and green)
vinegar

WHOLE GROUP
Questions to Encourage Discussion:
1. What are the processes that help shape the Earth?
2. What do the volcanoes make?
3. Where do we find water?

4.
5.

With whom do we share the earth?
What are ways we can help protect our earth?

SMALL GROUP
CREATE Recycled Crayons
1. Revisit the concept of reusing and recycling. Help children brainstorm
three ways they can reuse and recycle in the classroom.
2. Old, broken crayons can be recycled into new, usable crayons.
Help children peel the paper off crayon pieces and break them
into small chunks.

BUILD

Classic Volcano!

1. Gather materials on a work table: plastic water bottles,
small funnel, white vinegar, baking soda, construction
paper, and art supplies.
2. Pair children up and help them decorate several
bottles to look like volcanoes or mountains.

3. Cover a metal baking sheet with foil. Place the metal cookie cutters
on the baking sheet and fill with crayon chunks. Wrap the baking sheet
with plastic wrap and set the sheet outside in the sun on a hot day.
Blacktop or dark pavement will conduct heat best.

3. Using the funnel, help children pour a small amount
of vinegar into each bottle.

4. Check the crayons after several hours. The baking sheet may be very
hot. Allow it to cool and pop the new crayons out of the cookie cutters.

5. Watch as the volcano erupts. Discuss the chemical
reaction with the group.

4. Using the funnel, add several tablespoons of
baking soda.

LEARNING CENTERS AND
INDEPENDENT PLAY

MORE FUN!
Extension Activities

Creativity—Earth Shapes

Earthly Models

1. Study images of the Earth taken from space. Point out
the continents and oceans.
2. Set out foam balls, green and blue paint, construction
paper, and glue on a table.

Provide blue and green soft modeling clay. Encourage
children to make sculptures of the earth. Can they
create just one hemisphere? Provide pictures of the
Earth from space to guide children’s thinking.

3. Help children paint the balls to resemble the earth.

Classroom Maps

4. Once the paint is dry, help children add more features
with construction paper and glue.

Help children draw simple maps of the classroom or
playground. Encourage children to label the areas of
the room, add details, and decorate their maps.

5. Display these in the classroom.

Telescopes

Music and Movement—Earthly Yoga

Telescopes help us observe the sky and other planets.
Find websites showing views from telescopes. Help
children decorate tubes to make their own telescopes.
Go outside and help children use their telescopes to
view the clouds, trees, or birds. Remind children never
to look anywhere near the sun.

1. Discuss yoga and how yoga poses can help us relax.
Four easy poses to try are the tree, rock, mountain,
and sun salutation.
2. Use the Internet or a book as a guide to each pose.
3. Encourage children to breathe deeply and relax into
each pose.

Technology—Around the Earth
1. Locate websites that show images of the earth from
space. Talk through these images with the children.
2. Ask children to write down or draw three things they
notice. Do they see mountains? Oceans?
3. Extend this activity by showing the Earth’s position
among the planets in our solar system.

VOCABULARY BUILDER
earth

globe

pole

north

south

island

river

sea

water

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
AT HOME

YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN

➊

Together, make a simple map of your house or your street. Color in
different locations and take the map when you go on a walk.

➋

Decorate canvas or paper bags with markers. Use these bags when
you go to the grocery store. Discuss the advantages of recycling and
reusing bags and other items.

➊
➋
➌
➍

➌
➍

Oranges make great models for globes. Help your child mark the
north and south poles. Draw other features like the equator and
latitude/longitude lines.
Carefully peel the orange and enjoy a healthy snack.

caring for the environment
geography
mapping and location skills
physical science

You can find your own copy of
Our Earth at your local library or
visit us at hmhco.com

home

Bound for Success
Books of the Week
Curious George’s First Day of School
This Jazz Man
Bats at the Library
Countdown to Kindergarten
Oh My Baby, Little One
Little Panda
Nugget and Fang—Friends Forever
Feast for 10
The Giant Jam Sandwich
The Great Kapok Tree
Roller Coaster
Curious George’s Dream
Pumpkin Town
Curious George® Visits the Dentist
Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
Me First!
The Little Red Hen
Three Little Kittens
The Three Billy Goats Gruff
Old Elm Speaks: Tree Poems
Sea Shapes
B Is for Bulldozer
Curious George Makes Pancakes
Bee-Bim Bop!
Five Little Monkeys Wash the Car
Down by the Station
Curious George and the Dump Truck
Curious George and the Hot Air Balloon
Big Fat Hen
Curious George Goes to the Zoo
A Butterfly Grows
Lost!
Button Up!: Wrinkled Rhymes
Our Earth
Little Gorilla
Possum’s Harvest Moon

Contact your Early Learning
Account Executive to get started!

Curiosity comes naturally. Learning comes from HMH®.
Connect with us:
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